
How to Apply a Sepia Tone to a Black & White Photo 
Using Adobe Photoshop 

 
Process 
The purpose of the lesson is to help people learn how to apply a sepia tone to a black & white 
photograph using Adobe Photoshop.  
 
When creating the lesson I wanted to be certain that it was easy-to use, had visual examples and 
was fun. I read the Bloom’s Taxonomy table and took some cues from there in terms of how to 
organize the information. In addition, the steps for the project, specifically “#3 Design and Write” 
outlined by the instructor were especially helpful. For example, I wouldn’t have thought to 
include what tools the user would need to complete the project, I would have just jumped right 
in and started the instructions.  
 
Completing the project overview first was especially helpful. Basically I used the project overview 
for the 10,000-foot level overview of what I wanted to do and how I would do it. Then, I simply 
took that overview and added the details and specifics to fill it  out and create the actual teaching 
module. It was a very smooth process and I felt that it helped me to make sure that I had 
included everything I wanted it to. 
 
In building the actual directions for the lesson I just did the project one step at a time, then 
stopped to document what I was doing. I used the SnagIt software to pull screen-shots as I 
went, as I wanted to make sure I had plenty of visuals to go along with the narratives I was 
writing. I used an actual picture of my historic home and personal examples of why this process 
is both helpful and fun as well as how it can be used. I feel that if you can give people a specific 
example that they can relate to they are more likely to be able to connect with the subject matter 
your trying to teach them. 
 
Finally, I included some additional information about the sepia tone and other useful links on my 
site so people can go get additional information and continue their learning process. 


